Robotic Autotransplantation and Management of Post-transplant Anastomotic Strictures: the Future Is Here.
We set out to review the current published experience with robotic autotransplantation. Although the experience to date is limited, this surgery appears to be safe and technically feasible. We also examined the use of the robotic surgical platform for the management of post-transplant uretero-vesical anastomotic strictures. To date, only four reported cases of robotic autotransplantation have been described with two being performed completely intra-corporeally. An intra-corporeal approach is feasible for benign conditions, while malignant masses should be inspected and dissected extra-corporeally. Ureteric strictures after renal transplantation are common. To date, the experience with robotic surgical management is limited but has also been shown to be safe and feasible. While robotic autotransplantation is still in its infancy, it is feasible and appears to be safe. Renal allograft function and surgical outcomes are favorable and provide patients the option to have a historically more morbid surgery performed with a minimally invasive approach.